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His imperial
ambition
Ecclesiasti-
cal corona-
tion at Aix
 only learned to read in middle life. He married early, in
929, Edith, an Anglo-Saxon princess ; and their two children,
Liudolf and Liutgarde, were both born before he came to the
throne. Liudolf was brought up as his father had been, but
the son of Otto's second marriage, Otto II, received an
education of an altogether different nature, to fit him for
his imperial inheritance.
Otto was of a very different temperament from his
father; but each of them possessed the qualities exactly
required at the moment. In the condition of the kingdom
at the time of Henry's accession, what was needed was a
man of his cautious and constructive character, content
with a limited authority as king. His patient building gave
scope for the more brilliant talents of his son. Otto had
the broader vision and the more exalted ambition, so that
he was able to make the most of his inheritance. He had
rarer qualities too; he pursued his course, amid the usual
intrigues and treacheries to which the primitive and selfish
passions of the times gave rise, with an evenness of temper
and an absence of vindictivencss that particularly distinguish
him from his fellows. His objective was Empire, and his
model was Charlemagne. Therefore he could not be; content,
like his father, to rule Saxony, and to leave local autonomy
to the other dukes. He had to make himself their master,
and to be a king in the old sense of the word. He had also
to establish that the succession to Charlemagne was in the
East Frankish, and not in the West Prankish, kingdom.
The West Frankish rulers could point to their descent from
Charlemagne, but they were too weak to assert themselves
effectively. The chief issue between the two kingdoms was
their rivalry over Lorraine, where lay the ancestral domains
of the Carolingians. Otto owed this also to his father, that
Lorraine was included in his kingdom. With it in his control
he could hope to attain his ultimate goal—Italy.
With this imperial outlook, he naturally did not reject
ecclesiastical coronation as Henry had done; rather, he
insisted on it, and that it should take place within the duchy
of Lorraine, at Aix, the favourite residence of Charlemagne.
There archbishop Hildebert of Mayence, taking the first
voice in the election, a right his successors were always to
retain, presented him to the princes as " the chosen of the

